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spectacle in which we experience an instinctive and original
delight; which might indeed, as a distinct kind of feeling
received, be added on to the lists of senses, and actually
is so, in our author's treatise on * The Nature and Conduct
of the Passions,' under the name of the 'Public Sense1/
It is there defined * Our determination to be pleased with
the hafpiness of others, and to be uneasy at their misery?
We are moved to action, therefore, wholly by some af-
fection towards rational or at least sensitive beings, whose
pleasures and pains make up our good and evil; and, if
we confine our attention to persons, they must be either
ourselves or others; the care we necessarily feel for our
own happiness is self-love; that which we feel for the
happiness of others is benevolence. Both of them alike
supply us with our ultimate ends; for, our sympathetic
distress or joy in the presence or at the thought of others'
suffering or relief is no less an instinct of nature than our
self-regards.

To the establishment of our 'Public Sense* or bene-
volent affection in this position, viz. of an instinct co-
ordinate with that of self-love, the most characteristic part
of Hutcheson's philosophy is devoted. He takes it up as
the sole possible antagonist of the Epicurean principle of
personal hedonism, and insists that the whole ground of
ethical theory is covered by the reasonings of these two
rival claimants2. Not that he is unacquainted with the
schemes of Cudworth and Clarke; but he denies them
a place in moral philosophy at all, on the ground that the
relations which they set up, of absolute truth and fitness
of things, are objects of contemplative Reason, not of
practical volition; so that these systems, however true,
can supply only a doctrine of the understanding, not of
the will8. Having narrowed his problem to a conflict
between the dictatorship of SSf and its joint consulship
with Benevolence, he pronounces against the former as

1 Sect I. p 5.         a Illustrations of the Moral Sense, p. 210.
3 Ibid. Sect. I. II.